


MIDDLE EAST

5 1 e on deck listening to the
pentle splashiing of the Nile m the
maonlight, [ realise | recd o got
some skeep, It 1 dont rest now | wont have
encugh energy for s full day of loungng
toentocrony ancd that would be a traguxdy
Lie onboard a felucca is far from laxing
These flat sailing boats are essentially
giant floatmg beds, their docks alimost
entirely laken up by thinyet-comiy
mattresses. Thevy sail for a matter of houss
ar days, depending on the level of stress
vou seek o alleviate
This, of course, coukd well have a direct
relaticnshap with how long vou've speadt
n Cairo The capital has many pluses
exgu isite bakertes and superative
shopping; amazang archutecture and
wekoming residents. Bat the city is als
awash with maniacal drivers and mons
hagg g, honking and hawkang than even

the hardiest travellor can boar,
Fortunately it only takes a few hours
om 2t fokaoGs to returm your tonsion pre
Cairo levels 1 ponder the day we've had
- a midday departure fronm the southem
city of Aswar, an afternmoon rap as the
Nile gently carried us nocthward. a
surprisimly delicious dinner on boand
and 2 couple of cold beors a8 Hho sun sot
over the river We sleep anchored 10 the
river bank and awake to aty |ual brreak fast

of strong, sugary tea anxd hard-boiled epgs.

Wath the pace of the trip set, we settle in
for a day of utter relaxation peppered with
the occasional brush with local culture.

Chr skipper, who calls hareelf ‘Captann
Hubbly Bubbly’, thanks to his love of the
hookah pipe, abandons dap mxd-mornimng
to do a hittle essential shopping for lus

pazsengers His List is an umusual cne
featuring just two iterns - toalet paper and
camel mcat (the Letor porhaps
necessitating an increased supply of the
formen) His replacanent appears from
nowhery, opts not 10 introduce harrseld and
promptly embeaces feducca life, lalling
asleep at the back of the boal

Loxckily the ride is not a rough one and we
take turns at the hehn between naps and
sips of Fgyptian Stella bees The river
banks pass by, sometimes frangad with
palm trees; other sectons punctuated with
w hitewashed houses ar the occasional
mosque. After lunch we anchor to await
the retum of Captaan Hubbly Babbly and
my eye calc hes the comical sight of two
teenage bowvs attempting to bathe a cow
that 1s cleady happer oot of the water.
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After a 15-minute struggle to lure the
ammal mie the rver they admst deteat,
leave the cow to its own devices and go for
a swim. They approach our boat and wave
o us to jump m Evemng the murky wales
and thinking of all those travel ailments |
foolhly read up on before kaving home,
I'm besatant but once my fellow passengers

take the plunge | don't want to get left out

(s We settle in for
a day of utter
relaxation 33

Wading in fully clethed (a swimsait
srms wholly insppropriate in raral Egvpl)
' shiocked to findd the Nile o pleacmt
place to swim and we fhoat around unti|
Hubbly Babbly returns with an armful of
100 roll and a gy overflowing with uttordy
unappelising maal,

CAMEL ON THE BARBIE

I'hat evening, our sevond and last

on board, we party on the river bank
Barbequad camdd turms out o be not only

bearabk but actually tasty. To celebrate
hzs culmary sucoess, Captam Hubbly
Bubbly bresks out his goblet dram
Along with his introverted crewmate
and the skipper of a neighbouring
felucca, they put on

an impromptu but impressive show

of Egyptian rmuse and dance

[ try to emjoy, but | know whae's
coming neat - that heart-sinking, four-
word phrase that tums anenjoyable
cultural performance into the thing
of mghtmares “Now its vour turn!”

Betwewn a dozen of us we fail to find
a single song we know more than three
lines of and after atternpting, two Bob
Mardey tures and a Queen classic, we
settle for a cringe-making renditon of
“Twinkle Twinkle Litthe Star'.

Hubbiv Bubblv resaes us and
everyene jouns together ina round of
“She’ll be coming, ‘round the moantain”,
wzh improvised vorses inclucliong “Sho'll
be nding my felucca” and, of course,
“She'll be smoking bubbly bubbly
A fine oveningg caps Off a wonderful day
andd we retreal to our fhoaling mattress

The next mocning as the felucca nears

Koan Ombo, home to a stunning riverside

DIVING AND DAIQUIRIS

THE RED SEA RESORT OF DAHAB
Qpean-air esiourants ine the baochiont
wheem bockpackais, sun woishippars
and scuba dvers congregate fo sp
COCkICTs O 1¢sgis and munch on 1he ee
appetizers each establshmantusas to
attrazt diners The Red Sea lops just

MeNos Gway, its abundant walars ©
mognet for divers and snokeiars from
Qround the word

This § Cohap, an el spot fora
gantle transdion info hactic Egyphan l=

- the country s ladbod
Daoutiful answear 1o Ko J
Somu. Oceanic pursuts
taies centee stfoge in Fis
Rigoly Dudgot 1esor!
but those who come to take
their PADI course o sampia
e superlotive oo ling
action oftenend up Ingenng a
i1 lenge! than plonned.
TNOIS’s Mos 10 i 180t
pachad on the edgea of the

¥ onty lle was like this everyday
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ternple and the place where we bave to bid
farewell to Hubbly and his boat, [ foel
ready for a bat of a haggle. In fact, of the
occasional Mivg with a felocca is the
prescribod antidoto to cay life, it
won'l take much persuasion for me
to emnigrate to Cairo

Monumental Egypt 1w

oves
aptain Huubbly TRuabbly loves i

NEZT WEEK: MALAWI
Scuba diving and cycling

slark and slerikdeg SinGi region than dving
and daiguits though Day tips ke in
the swring pattems and iconic
rock feermations of the Coloured
Canyon, whie overnight comel
freks stop off for a itk nomadc
culture in a Bedouin camg And
whelhor you '1e roligious o not,
folking the midnight hike fo the
bibkcal mountan's 2235m
sUMMT In tme ror 0 aosen
sunrse is o mustdo
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IPere oe many osons 1o wist Egypt - endly peaple, fne weathar and awesoms people amang them - but nothing diows in
wsdars liee the aray of femples. sfctues obelsks and tombs found across the country. Atler the demonstrations in Egypt earker this
yaar only a frickde of tounsts is visitihg. so gei thare 5000 fo anjoy o IFte monumenial sighisesing wihoui the usudl crowds

THE PYRAMIDS

Whare? On the wesern outskirts of Caino

Whot? The Pyiomids of Glaa need no infroduction. Howevs!
maony picteas you've $oan. howavar many tounets vou haves
#0 share them win. the exparnenca of gatting up close with
ghe Grea! Pyramid i one of trovel's mogical moments. Get
Neré adriy 10 Hhaor the Crowaes ond shun orQanized fours n
favour of o CIY sxperence. or you might spend half the day
In surcundng popyrus foctones and perfume oautlets. Tha
nearby Spiinx has token g beating since it was first corved
in 25008C but it's il an awarinspring site. Ba pepared ‘o get
hassled by men encouroging you e 1oke O comeal noe

THE VALLEY OF THE KINGS

Wnere? Luxors West 8ank

Whal? The Vallsy of Ihe Kings was ihe

IG5t westing place of many pharoohs,
inchucing O few you re bound o hove
heard of such es Tulankhemun. His fomb
st the loiga st or the mest speciecuiar

- s fame stems from its lofe discovery
and the fact thot te crypt hod not beer
ronsockad whon It wsunganned. In fact
Tut'stomrb 6 pretty humble compared to
those ground it and ¥ you've sean the
soording freqsures round within (housed LUXOR TEMPLE AND

in the Egyotion Museumin Coirddyoucan - THE TEMPLE OF KARNAK

only Mmagne tha riches plundasrs found Whare? Lueor's oty cartre

in the tar krger tombs nearoy What? Sitting squaraly in tha city centre. the
Luncon Tesrmpales is ane of the countiry’s most
cocessta,. Fomhar folow the Avanus of
the Sohinwas northeast toward: the Temple of Komak. The statues peter out after I00m
of 30, b they cnce shretched Fe 0l 2. 7km b magnificent Barnak and 6 peopect s
wdanway 10 restom the ovenue, Allow Rolf 0 Cay 1o sxpiore e IMyiod oo ks ond

ABU SIMBEL
Where? South of Aswan, close to the
Sudonese border

what? fhera’s not o merumant in Egypt
ot i awe-nsping. bot Abu Simbel
smply cutshings them ol - aven, ol
mary. tha Pyromids thomsehvas, As if

this fample carved ool of tha hilkide ana
the four 20m high stotues cf Ramses ||
weren t mpessye cnouch e whole
immenss complex wos dsmantied ond
movad in the 15608 10 ovoid destruction
frorm the nsng wate s of Lake Nasser

SUBMERGED SIGHTS, ALEXANDRIA
: Where? Alexardna

Whal? Alecandiia s home o a couple of well
| known monuments, Inclucing Pompey’s Piliar

indd the Kom-ash Suqaala Catacombs bt ifs

aal intiigue lies not cn lond but beneathit The

cry has aurk sevaral metres aince its arichtecturcl

heydoy S0 many monumenis lis undes the

Meciferrenean. SUb-cquatic sightseeing is

gctherng poce inthe City. with o couple of Scubo
ampanies offaing dives to explore old Alesandria
yOUI0 NOT O dVEIL YOuU €N S0@ omMe xcovaied
ems n the city’s museums




